WRITTEN COMPOSITION

Rubrics and Sample Responses
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WRITTEN COMPOSITION

Write an essay about a time you depended on
someone.

The information in the box below will help you remember what you should think about when you
write your composition.

REMEMBER~—YOU SHOULD
Q write about the assigned topic
O make your writing thoughtful and interesting

O make sure that each sentence you write contributes to your
composition as a whole

QO make sure that your ideas are clear and easy for the reader to
follow

Q write about your ideas in depth so that the reader is able to
develop a good understanding of what you are saying

Q proofread your writing to correct errors in spelling,
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




SCORE POINT 1

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS AN INEFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

) Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are not focused. The writer may shift
abruptly from idea to idea, making it difficult for the reader to understand how the ideas
included in the composition are related.

a The composition as a whole has little, or no, sense of completeness. The introduction and
conclusion, if present, may be perfunctory.

a A substantial amount of writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the
development or quality of the composition. In some cases, the composition overall may be only
weakly connected to the prompt.

Organization

a The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph is
not logical. Sometimes weak progression results from an absence of transitions or from the use
of transitions that do not make sense. At other times, the progression of thought is simply not
evident, even if appropriate transitions are included. -

O An organizational strategy is not evident. The writer may present ideas in a random or
haphazard way, making the composition difficult to follow.

O Wordiness and/or repetition may stall the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

0 The writer presents one or more ideas but provides little or no development of those ideas.

a The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, this
development is so general or vague that it prevents the reader from understanding the writer’s
ideas.

O The writer presents only a plot summary of a published piece of writing, a movie, or a
television show.

) The writer omits information, which creates significant gaps between ideas. These gaps prevent
the reader from clearly understanding those ideas.

Voice

] The writer does not engage the reader, therefore failing to establish a connection.

O There may be little or no sense of the writer’s individual voice. The composition does not
sound authentic or original. The writer is unable to express his/her individuality or unique
perspective.

Conventions

0 There is little or no evidence in the composition that the writer can correctly apply the
conventions of the English language. Severe and/or frequent errors in spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure may cause the writing to be unclear or
difficult to read. These errors weaken the composition by causing an overall lack of fluency.

O The writer may misuse or omit words and phrases and may frequently write awkward

sentences. These weaknesses interfere with the effective communication of ideas.
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Score Point 1

This ineffective response begins with the student listing various people on whom the
writer has depended. After a brief explanation is given on parents, the writer shifts
abruptly to brief discussions about teachers, video-game team members, and the bus
driver. The student does not provide an overriding thesis statement that links these people
together; therefore, the composition is neither focused nor coherent. In addition, the
development of ideas remains general, preventing the reader from understanding the

writer’s ideas.

Writing Guide papers are labeled WG-1 through WG-16.
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Score Point 1 ‘
The writer of this ineffective response focuses on how she depended on a best friend in the
seventh grade. Although the composition is focused, wordiness and repetition (I had to rely
on that person; He’s been there for me since I was two years old; That person [has] always
been there for me since day one; That somebody I depended on back then is reliable) stall
the writer’s progression of ideas. In addition, the writer’s ideas are so general and vague

(he never gave up on me; If it wouldn’t have been for him, I would not have the stuff I have
today) that they prevent the reader from understanding them.
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Score Point 1

The writer of this response describes how a best friend broke her promise and told
someone else a secret that was to be shared only by the two of them, causing the worst
day of the writer’s life. Although the composition is focused and has some development,
the lack of sentence boundaries causes the writing to be difficult to read and indicates an
overall lack of fluency. These errors overwhelm the composition’s strengths, making the
response ineffective.
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Score Point 1

The writer of this ineffective response focuses on playing a video game called Mortal
Kombat Shaolin Monks. The writer attempts to discuss the different levels of the game.
However, there is very little development of these ideas. Although the composition is
focused, has some progression of thought from sentence to sentence, and has adequate
conventions, the overall lack of specific development makes the composition ineffective.
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SCORE POINT 2

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

a Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are somewhat focused. The writer
may shift quickly from idea to idea, but the reader has no difficulty understanding how the
ideas included in the composition are related.

O The composition as a whole has some sense of completeness. The writer includes an
introduction and conclusion, but they may be superficial.

d Some of the writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the development or
quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

) The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph
may not always be smooth or completely logical. Sometimes the writer needs to strengthen the
progression by including more meaningful transitions; at other times the writer simply needs to
establish a clearer link between ideas.

O The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses do not enable the writer to present
ideas effectively.

o Some wordiness and/or repetition may be evident, but these weaknesses do not completely stall
the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

g The writer attempts to develop the composition by listing ideas or briefly explaining them. In
both of these cases, the development remains superficial, limiting the reader’s understanding
and appreciation of the writer’s ideas.

) The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, there is little
evidence of depth of thinking because this development may be somewhat general, inconsistent,
or contrived.

O The writer may omit small pieces of information that create minor gaps between ideas.
However, these gaps do not prevent the reader from understanding those ideas.

Voice

O There may be moments when the writer engages the reader but fails to sustain the connection.

O Individual paragraphs or sections of the composition may sound authentic or original, but the
writer has difficulty expressing his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

) Errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure
throughout the composition may indicate a limited control of conventions. Although these
errors do not cause the writing to be unclear, they weaken the overall fluency of the
composition.

d The writer may include some simple or inaccurate words and phrases and may write some

awkward sentences. These weaknesses limit the overall effectiveness of the communication of
ideas.

60




TAKS Grade 10 Score Point 2 Guide Papers
Spring 2009 WG -5

T4 wown efe Ao oSk e ohowy o 3wne T defended

J R YN ..
Samtbod o My (54 wihol  Youewt 1S everu
‘ AR ' Yo N
nNale u ' I o, al MMaly Ufsd € Y SE‘%

o bewne v exiemdu_ inlafendend o \ae‘mug%\‘t\* Yhe

Bradn 1€ T Acred) Ton my Swdwer every (\m) Bt My
L ie omé ﬂcm Secand of )eveh howg

Y
defenn 83 on  wma oy overu dou becw\\e we

18 “H\e ane Yot Cons “\&\\e IRALES Bod m) fuds Soad

J.,
he  Pride MiofKy  ayerliwme E\ICTH&\\&"N\A Q’r\\\ WaS  Yume b

AR
R\’féothw\%\\ WNE  and  Welchh  Tonu Kom,o hecome

Aisi(ontked oN T bewnese :se&SicmAS\m?suv\ 1S 19

e s%o\v\é\ﬂ Itw_ Yo we ol yndelendent @S PagSikie

W - (¢ ( mu\\) &0\\\'\9‘(8 ‘I\GW o Succeisfully
Sugeged \_\QCQ )

1 alda defend on  wiu falber Il Ao Sﬁ

dowvi  wit\w  we o ‘(\‘\0\\-\!&3 e XS gnd S\A&‘\'
IR Yo me 0\\%\«\ W \a?)e \f\\S { m‘n\% L e d Wiy wfmc«‘:s

Swtll as WS Pﬁ(’thwu& n h%e 1 da ok ’t\nﬂ%

D FaYas ARA O oy e\Ien%uw‘n 1 Shewld  becowie

M T tru ke 'im& \Al\,,v\ O\ft AT Sou«\vm Yaan K uw

hou 138 g and )"e 'BQV%S + 03'}’ ‘}LM"O

g
330 )s\m\) L Yo and T Weueve I Aelen A

an_ Jamegedn g

Score Point 2 \\

The writer of this somewhat effective composition focuses on the reasons he can depend
on his father. The student presents a number of ideas that are briefly developed (pays the
bills for us, I need my father’s help to successfully succeed in life, to sit down with me at
night sometimes and just talk to me). Overall, the level of development is superficial,
which limits the reader’s appreciation of the writer’s ideas.
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Score Point 2

In this somewhat effective composition, the writer focuses on how she can depend on the
other members of the swim team. While there is some sense of the writer’s voice and the
conventions are appropriate, the repetition of ideas (Because of all our hard work; We
have all worked hard this year; we have worked hard all year long) weakens the
progression of thought throughout the composition. In addition, the development of ideas
is only superficial (we all do our part to win; we have made a name for ourselves; the
team is still a family), limiting the reader’s appreciation of the writer’s ideas.
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Score Point 2

The writer of this somewhat effective response focuses on the pain she felt when the
fifteen-year-old family dog passed away and the subsequent support that she received
from her parents, brother, and friends. There is some progression of thought as the writer
describes her feelings (I felt very fortunate to be able to lean on them for advice and also
have them there just to listen; It is in these tough situations that I am grateful to them the
most). However, the ideas are only superficially developed. While the conventions are
generally appropriate, more specific development would be needed to achieve a higher
score.
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Score Point 2

In this somewhat effective composition, the student uses a personal narrative to describe
a soccer game during which he had to depend on his brother to win the match. The
descriptions of the game are somewhat general (I scored the first goal in the first four
minutes. Then they scored [on] us in the last twenty seconds), and there is little evidence
of depth of thinking. A number of errors in conventions, specifically errors in usage and
sentence boundaries, weaken the overall fluency of the composition.
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SCORE POINT 3

EAcH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A GENERALLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

) Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are, for the most part, focused. The
writer generally shows the clear relationship between ideas, making few sudden shifts from one
idea to the next.

0 The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion add
some depth to the composition.

W) Most of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

) The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
generally smooth and controlled. For the most part, transitions are meaningful, and the links
between ideas are logical.

0 The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses are generally effective.

Wordiness and/or repetition, if present, are minor problems that do not stall the progression of
ideas.
Development of Ideas

) The writer attempts to develop all the ideas included in the composition. Although some ideas
may be developed more thoroughly and specifically than others, the development overall
reflects some depth of thought, enabling the reader to generally understand and appreciate the
writer’s ideas.

) The writer’s presentation of some ideas may be thoughtful. There may be little evidence that
the writer has been willing to take compositional risks when developing the topic.

Voice

o The writer engages the reader and sustains that connection throughout most of the composition.

a For the most part, the composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is generally able to
express his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

) The writer generally demonstrates a good command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, usage, and sentence structure. Although the writer may make minor errors, they
create few disruptions in the fluency of the composition.

a The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses are generally appropriate and

contribute to the overall effectiveness of the communication of ideas.
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Score Point 3 .

The writer of this generally effective composition focuses on the idea that people always depend on Other
people (People are always depending on others. We rarely do things or accomplish things without otlers’
help). The writer begins by discussing being dependent on her parents and then compares this with being
dependent on her friends. This comparison creates an internal cohesion between the two ideas, which is
reinforced by the conclusion. Overall, the level of development reflects some depth of thought. In
addition, a good command of conventions contributes to the effectiveness of this composition.
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Score Point3 _
In this generally effective composition, the writer uses a personal narrative to tell an engaging story about being lost after a
trip to the Dallas Art Museum. The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
generally smooth and controlied (My sister, prone to panic, was practically hyperventilating due to the fact that we were now
headed farther and farther away from the way home and our gas was running low. We had to ask for directions but barely
anybody was around at this time of night). Specific details (The tall buildings of downtown were gone, replaced by rundown
stores and warehouses with broken windows) reflect some depth of thought and enable the reader to generally understand the
writer’s ideas. A sense of the writer’s voice and appropriate use of conventions add to the effectiveness of this composition.
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Score Point 3

The writer of this generally effective composition chooses an informative organizational
strategy to explain how rugby players depend on each other during a game. The writer’s
progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is generally
smooth and controlled (There are two groupings, if you will, that subdivide the team. There
are the forwards, who’re the big upfront guys, and the backs, smaller, faster guys. In each
group everyone relies on everyone else to do their job). Some specific details of the sport
(the times you do receive the ball though, a whole new world opens. This world belongs
solely to the ball carrier, regardless of team. His job is to keep advancing and retain the
ball) enable the reader to appreciate the writer’s love of rugby. A sense of the writer’s voice
and appropriate use of conventions add to the effectiveness of this composition.
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Score Point 3

In this generally effective response, the writer combines a personal narrative with
reflection to describe how members of an acting class must depend on each other to
produce a play. Some specific development (we began casting roles for Death by
Chocolate, and 1 was assigned to be Alfred, the butler, who actually ends up being the
killer) enables the reader to generally understand the writer’s ideas. The voice is engaging
throughout the composition, and the conventions are generally appropriate. There is some
development, although some ideas are more thoroughly developed than others. All ideas
should be thoroughly developed to achieve a higher score.
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SCORE POINT 4

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

) Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are focused. This sustained focus enables
the reader to understand and appreciate how the ideas included in the composition are related.

O The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion are
meaningful because they add depth to the composition.

O Most, if not all, of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a
whole.

Organization

a The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
smooth and controlled. The writer’s use of meaningful transitions and the logical movement
from idea to idea strengthen this progression.

(W The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses enhance the writer’s ability to
present ideas clearly and effectively.

Development of Ideas

O The writer’s thorough and specific development of each idea creates depth of thought in the
composition, enabling the reader to truly understand and appreciate the writer’s ideas.

a The writer’s presentation of ideas is thoughtful or insightful. The writer may approach the topic
from an unusual perspective, use his/her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for
writing, or make interesting connections between ideas. In all these cases, the writer’s
willingness to take compositional risks enhances the quality of the content.

Voice

O The writer engages the reader and sustains this connection throughout the composition.

O The composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is able to express his/her
individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

0 The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the composition. The
writer demonstrates a consistent command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar,
usage, and sentence structure. When the writer attempts to communicate complex ideas through
sophisticated forms of expression, he/she may make minor errors as a result of these
compositional risks. These types of errors do not detract from the overall fluency of the
composition.

0 The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses enhance the overall effectiveness of

the communication of ideas.
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Score Point 4
“The writer of this composition describes a time when she had to rely on the family dog to alert her father to

‘come rescue her from being stuck inside a hole. The writer’s progression of thought is smooth and controlled
(collapsed onto the grass as a bed for three exhausted children. By lying on the ground, something else caught
my eye). The writer develops each idea thoroughly and specifically (I could hear them calling me, but I
couldn’t turn my head to call back), and the writing sounds authentic and original (Who would hear me? Who
would help me?). The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the composition,
helping to make this a highly effective presentation of the writer’s ideas. 78
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Score Point 4
The writer of this highly focused and coherent composition analyzes “Guardian Angel” in relation to

being frightened of depending on strangers. Throughout the composition, the writer effectively weaves .

quotations from the reading selection with critical analysis, making the progression of thought smooth
and controlled, with each sentence contributing to the development as a whole. Consistent control of
conventions as well as a conclusion that adds depth enhance the presentation of the writer’s ideas.
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Score Point 4
In this focused and detailed narrative, the writer describes an adventure at a summer camp climbing a wall

nicknamed Mission Impossible. The writer uses specific details to reflect on why parents send their kids to
camp in the first place (It was one of those things where a kid’s parents send .their child away to some
understaffed and primitive camp...but all it was really doing was denying that child what was most important

to them: specifically, PlayStation, MySpace, and root beer). The logical movement from idea to idea is
smooth and controlled as the story effectively climaxes with a failed climb (I kept falling, reaching out at air
hoping my hands would find something to grab). A strong sense of the writer’s voice engages the reader and 82
contributes to the effectiveness of this presentation.
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Score Point 4

In this highly effective composition, the writer had to rely on a grandmother to bring
medicine when she was sick with influenza. The writer humorously describes her
mother’s doubts about the legitimacy of the illness and uses personal asides to add
specific details that enhance the narrative (Il just call her up and tell her that you don’t
sound good at all, and that I will surely go to my grandchild that I love with all my heart
and soul. [She was always saying corny things like that]). The logical movement from
idea to idea is smooth and controlled (I heard a familiar knock....Relieved, I limped to
the door and opened it wide to see my Memaw beaming down on me). In addition, a
strong sense of the writer’s voice engages the reader and contributes to the effectiveness
of this response.
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