
U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment 2004 Released Items

Please refer to the following passage to answer question 1 and 2 

Gullible America will spend this year some seventy-five millions
of dollars in the purchase of patent [over-the-counter] medicines. In
consideration of this sum it will swallow huge quantities of alcohol, an
appalling amount of opiates and narcotics, a wide assortment of varied
drugs ranging from powerful and dangerous heart depressants to insidious
[not obviously dangerous] liver stimulants; and, in excess of all other
ingredients, undiluted fraud. For fraud, exploited by the skilfulest [sic] of
advertising bunco men [swindlers], is the basis of the trade. Should the
newspapers, the magazines and the medical journals refuse their pages
to this class of advertisement, the patent medicine business in five years
would be as scandalously historic as the South Sea Bubble [notorious
financial scandal in 1720], and the nation would be richer not only in
lives and money, but in drunkards and drug-fiends saved.

Excerpt from “The Great American Fraud” by Samuel Hopkins Adams, an article printed in Collier’s Weekly, 
October 7, 1905.

1) In his day, Samuel Hopkins Adams, author of the above passage, would most likely 
have been called a
A) conservative
B) muckraker
C) trustbuster
D) socialist

2) Based on the concerns expressed in the paragraph, Adams would have most likely
supported which of the following reforms?
A) The Sherman Anti-Trust Act
B) Prohibition
C) Pure Food and Drug Act
D) Scientific Management



Please refer to the graphs below to answer question 3

3) Based on the graphs above, which statement about estimated population changes
in the United States between 1950 and 1980 is true?
A) The greatest percentage decrease in total population occurred in non-metropolitan 
areas.
B) The total population of the suburbs doubled.
C) The population of suburbs increased by 12.5 percentage points.
D) The total population of major cities was cut by half.

Please refer to the passage below to answer questions 4 and 5

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes,
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several
States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.
— AMENDMENT XVI
Passed by Congress July 2, 1909, ratified February 3, 1913

4) Most of the Progressive Era reformers who supported this amendment did so because 
they believed it would
A) relieve the unfair tax burden on the wealthy
B) provide the government with a surplus of funds
C) increase the wages paid to farm and factory workers
D) create a tax system that would benefit the general public, not business



5) The 16th Amendment addressed the type of concerns usually associated with which of 
the following groups?

A) suffragists
B) progressives
C) abolitionists
D) radicals

Please refer to the graph below to answer question 6

Source: Public Domain, reproduced from Census/INS

6) Which of the following is an accurate statement based on the chart?
A) Approximately 90,000 Chinese immigrated to the United States between 1876 and 
1885.
B) Chinese immigration to the United States peaked in the five-year period between 1871 
and 1875.
C) Fewer immigrants from China arrived in the United States from 1881-1885 than from 
1876-1880.
D) The largest drop in Chinese immigration took place in the years between 1876-1880 
and 1891-1895.



7) During the McCarthy Era of the 1950s, which right or freedom protected by the
Bill of Rights was violated?
A) right against unreasonable searches
B) freedom of speech
C) right to a speedy public trial
D) freedom of religion

8) Which of the following media sources had the greatest impact on the voter registration 
movement in the 1960s?
A) Articles for and against the movement regularly appeared in national magazines.
B) Letters to the editors were printed in local newspapers in large numbers;
most of these letters opposed the movement.
C) Music performed by African Americans began to receive airplay on radio stations 
across the country.
D) Television coverage of violence against African American protesters appeared on 
news programs.

9) The woman suffrage movement worked for nearly a century to obtain the right for
women to vote. Among the movement’s prominent leaders were Susan B. Anthony,
Lucretia Mott, and
A) Harriet Tubman
B) Abigail Adams
C) Carrie Nation
D) Elizabeth Cady Stanton

10) Which of the following factors contributed to the Great Migration of African 
Americans from the southern U.S. to the northern U.S.?
A) the abolitionist movement and lynching
B) Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech and March on Washington
C) industrial work and educational opportunities during World War I
D) the end of racial segregation in the North and anti-lynching laws

11) By 1875, abundant deposits of iron ore, the principal raw material for steel 
production, had been located in the United States. However, large-scale steel production 
did not begin until
A) the Bessemer process was developed
B) a sufficient number of coal deposits had been discovered
C) railroad lines were extended nationwide
D) steel mill workers agreed to accept lower wages



Please refer to the cartoon below to answer question 12

Source: Permission granted by artist Barry Shelton.

12) What title might this cartoonist give to the cartoon above?
A) Going Nowhere Fast
B) Economy Affects Politics
C) Deflation Comes to the 1990s
D) Riding the Wind

13) Which of the following was an underlying cause of the Great Depression that had
affected people living in both rural and urban areas during the 1920s?
A) rising consumer income taxes
B) an increase in the power of organized labor
C) rising levels of consumer debt
D) a boom in the automobile industry



14) In the 1990s during the Clinton Administration, rapidly rising stock prices, especially 
in high-technology stocks, caused
A) large numbers of American workers to invest their savings in the stock market
B) large numbers of Internet-related companies to start up
C) a speculative bubble in the prices of technology stocks
D) all of the above

ITEMS 15 – 29 NOT RELEASED FOR SECURITY PURPOSES

30) In 1917, the U.S. Congress passed the Espionage Act. The following year it passed 
the Sedition Act. These acts gave the government the power to
A) arrest American citizens who had emigrated from Germany and Austria-Hungary
B) seek extradition of foreigners accused of supporting enemies of the U.S.
C) jail an American for voicing opposition to the U.S. war effort
D) search the homes of suspected spies without a search warrant

31) The federal government created the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) in 
1933 in response to
A) demands by Populists to back U.S. currency with silver in addition to gold
B) a series of scandals exposing unfair business practices
C) the stock market crash that was the beginning of the Great Depression
D) inflation during World War II caused by rising incomes and falling production of 
consumer goods

32) On August 18, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson expressed the attitude of the 
American people toward events in Europe when he said the United States should behave 
with “impartiality and fairness and friendliness” to all nations at war. From this quote one 
could infer that U.S. policy was called
A) neutrality
B) a return to normalcy
C) isolationism
D) America first

33) The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was enacted to help enforce which of the following 
rights protected by the U.S. Constitution?
A) right to free speech
B) right to bear arms
C) right to equal protection under the law
D) right to due process of law



34) In 1941, the United States and Great Britain signed a declaration of principles called 
the Atlantic Charter. The agreement is an example of which of the following trends in 
U.S. post-World War II foreign policy?
A) efforts to stop the spread of nuclear weapons
B) participation in mutual assistance and cooperation
C) economic aid to help rebuild Europe
D) rejection of international environmental agreements

Please refer to the cartoon below to answer question 35

Source: Library of Congress; Herbert Block. 

35) In the opinion of the cartoonist, Lyndon B. Johnson’s (LBJ) funding priorities 
included the establishment of the Office of Economic Opportunity, with the goal of 
wiping out
A) racism
B) poverty
C) taxes
D) disease



Please refer to the passage below to answer questions 36 and 37

I. [T]he people of this country are distant from the troubled areas of the earth and it is 
hard for them to comprehend the plight and consequent reaction of the long-suffering 
peoples, and the effect of those reactions on their governments in connection with our 
efforts to promote peace in the world.
II. The truth of the matter is that Europe’s requirements for the next 3 or 4 years of 
foreign food and other essential products – principally from America – are so much 
greater than her present ability to pay that she must have substantial additional help, or 
face economic, social, and political deterioration of a very grave character.
III. The remedy lies in breaking the vicious circle and restoring the confidence of the 
European people in the economic future of their own countries and of Europe as a 
whole. The manufacturer and the farmer throughout wide areas must be able and 
willing to exchange their products for currencies the continuing value of which is not 
open to question.
IV. Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, 
poverty, desperation, and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working 
economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in 
which free institutions can exist.
— Excerpt from an address by Secretary of State George C. Marshall
at Harvard University on June 5, 1947.

36)  Based on paragraph I above, it is likely that Secretary Marshall was most concerned 
about the American public supporting a return to policies based on
A) imperialism
B) nativism
C) commercialism
D) isolationism

37) Based on the “remedy” outlined by Secretary Marshall in paragraphs III and IV, 
which of the following was an effect of the Marshall Plan?
A) Manufacturers and farmers received direct subsidies from the U.S. government.
B) To varying degrees, trade was restored between the United States and the nations that 
received aid.
C) By 1955, the European Union became the world’s leading economic
D) All the nations that received aid agreed to allow the construction of U.S. military 
bases within their borders.

38) In 1970, the United States first celebrated Earth Day as part of an effort to raise 
awareness of which of the following global issues?
A) the effects of poverty and famine
B) the increasing spread of AIDS
C) the quest for world peace
D) the increasing damage to the environment



Please refer to the graph below to answer question 39

Source: Danzer, Klor de, Alva Kreiger, Wilson, Woloch. The Americans Reconstruction 
to the 21st Century.

39) Based on information in the map, why did President Kennedy demand that the 
Soviets remove their offensive nuclear missiles from Cuba?
A) The base in Cuba gave the Soviets more missiles than the United States had.
B) A Soviet nuclear strike from Cuba would devastate the U.S.
C) The Soviet missiles increased Fidel Castro’s influence over Latin America.
D) The missiles showed the world that the Soviets could stand up to the United States.



Please refer to the cartoon below to answer question 40

Source: Steve Sack, Minneapolis Star Tribune
http:// eagle.slate.msn.com/news/yugo/yugo29.asp

40) When President Clinton sent U.S. troops to war-torn Kosovo in the 1990s, this 
political cartoonist expressed the opinion that this peace mission would fail because the
A) military was poorly maintained
B) objective was not fully thought out
C) plans lacked key military support
D) president’s memory was poor


